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By ordev of the SCC, the railroed conference scheduled to be held in
Weimar from 23 fhrough 25 January 1953, and the traffic conference to
be organized Ly the Directorate Geueral, Motor ‘l’rria,ff.‘ic and Ro -
serach on 1% and 1€ Jamuary, were postponed.
this measure was allegedly connected with the plamned converscion of the
Directorate General, Railrouds, into a Ministry of Railrcads. 2 A T/O
for the future Ministry of Railroads was to be drawm up. This T/0 was to
be subnitied tc the East German Council of Ministers. Candidates for the

post of Ministoer of Railroads were State Secretary Ernst Wollweber,
Birector General, Rsilroads, Erwin Kramer and Deputy Dirscter Ceneral,
Railroads,Richari Staimer The appointment of Wollweber to the post of
minister 13 said to be opposed by the Political Administration of the
Directorate Generul, Railroads, Berlin, and the Secretarist of he SED
organlzation at tals directorate general. Howover, source believed that,
Wollweber would be made minister whlle Steimer and Kramer wouid probably
become 1st and 24 state secretaries respectively. The Ministry of Traffic
is to be deactivated. Prof Dr Hans Reingruber, the present Minister of
Iraffic is to retire. | a rinistry of transportation to
which would be subordinate the pres=znt Directorates General, Shipping .and
Motor Iraffic and Roade waes also tu bte formed.

[ | new
rallroad passes were introduced in the Cottbus railroad district om 15
January 1953. These nsy passes are valid only for a limited area and for
a period of 3 months. '

In eurly Janmuary 1953, most of the colunn locorotives which had tempo-
rarily been employed in December 1952, were parked again at thelir pre-
vions stations. The personnel assembleg for running these leocomotives
were returned to their home stations.

| |followin information on Ezst CGerman
raillroad trackagel |
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Length of Railrcad Lines in km
Railroad Districl Main Lines Branch Lines Rarrow-geuge Lines
Perlin 1,277.81 94452 28.10
Cotthus 792,80 3414 1459.85
Dresden 1,186.47 1,125.7C 434,80
Erfurt 1,048.14 1,268.77 58.60
Greifswald 543,52 T01.41 255,25
Halle 939,96 612,80 - 2043
Magdeurg 872,37 1,293.63 R26.Th
Schwerin 563,11 964.93 116,48
Totel 7,224,18 7,285.90 1,352.35

[e3)

Totel length: 15,8062.43.

| | Fast Germsn railroads employed 296,3CO
employees in December 1957, not counting the work force of the Reiéhs-
habobavuriong 7 On 1 Janvary 1953, the Reichsbalnbauunion employed
25,000 men, ©

In late scember, the Schwerin regional railroad headquurters informed
the SCC thet the connecting curves st Britz and Altstrelitz had a 24
neur cerTying cepacity of 4G and 52 trains respectively, 9

On 17 (amvary, the Berlin rezional railroad headquarters ordered that
1l tunsit-worthy boxcars were to be dispatched without de%ay to
Rumme’ sburg and to be assembled into grain shuitle trains. -

In Lite December 1952, 81l railroad car foremen at the Cottbus railroad
giaiion had to endorse a statement that they knew of a standing order
aceording to which no SSyr and RRym-type flatcors were to be dispatched
%o 1 western ccountry. i3

On 7 January, the Berlin regiomal railroad headquarters issued an order
to (11 railrond cgencies in the Berlin railroad distriet to report all
available mobile loading 5amps, loading facilities for cattle and loading
gangdays by 10 Jenusry. 1
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[ ]1c. On 22 January 1953, | [there wus nc ehunge in the
status of locormotive colurns parked at Ducherow and Ruednitz, Cn O
25X1 January, | |16 column locorotives parked at Strasburg and
’ 13 a: Blumenhagen, 13
25X1 13, | | the follewing mumbers of
railroad cars were availuble in Tast Gormany as of 31 December 1952
and 17 January 1953:
Nurber of Cars
31 December 1952 17 January 1953
Total park of railroad cars 120,413 120,869
Operational railroad cars 161,761 93,722
Hon-ocperational railroad cars 18,652 27,147
including: damaged cars 13,388 15,126
special purpose cars 44146 by334
reserve cars 1,118 I 7,687 ; 14
25X1 l
25X12. |
25X1 [10 RRyu-type Tlat-

25X 1 caurs were taken over fror the Towa Flant at Niesky and dispatched to
Hennigsdorf. | |

25X1 | i

25X1 |Corment Information on this reilroad conference was transmitted
25X1 previously. | | .

[ |Comiignt. The establishment of a special ministry of railroads -
would be in line with the Soviet set-up.

25X1

| |Conment. Information on the expected release of Frofesscr Dr Hans
25X1 Reingruber, the present Minister of traffic, by Stste Secretary Eranst
25X1 Wollweber was reported previously |

25X1|:|_C_qgment.. The intreduction of new railroad passes wac reported
25X1 previcusly. | | n

25X1|:L@_mento The employmeat of column locomotives with a view to over-
coming. operational difficulties exlisting in December 1952 was re-
ported previously. The employment of these loconmotives was approved by
25X1 the Soviets. | ] ¢ ;
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25x1|:|_q_qm_n;e& According to documentary inforration, the East
German railroad net, on 31 March 1949, comprised 7,773.71 lm of
main lines, 5, 126,47 ke of branch lines and 548.82 ko of narrow-
-gauge lines, i.e. & total of 13,449 km., The present report in-
dicates that the increase of railroad trackage by 2,413 lan occurred
on branch lines and nerrov-gauge lines, while the trackage of main
lines decreased by 55C km. The considerable increase of the trackagze
of narrow-gauge lines (about 800 km) was not due to construction work
but by the nationaligation of privately ouwned railroad lines in 195C

and 1951,
25X1 ng On 1 April 1951, the East Cerran railrouds employed
453 personnol, including 45,179 in railroad repuir shops. |_y:|
25X1 [ | The present report indicates thut rzii-
25X1 road persommel was increased by approximately 5C,000 men in 21 months.
These figures comprise officials, employees and workers.
|:|_§_omgggg The Reichsbahnbawunion was found on 1 July 1952, 1%
Sg))((’il cemprises all railroed construction establishments. |
25X1 .
25X1 te completion of the connecting curve ne:r Fritz
25X1 and Altstrelits [

25X1[_______]Cemment. These bexcars are needelfor grain imports from the
25X1 U.5.5.R. which were resumed in October 1952, [ |

25X1 :IQM Both types of cars are heavy-duty flatcars which are
chiefly used for the shipment of tanks. The RRym~type flatear, which

bas a2 load capacity of 9C tonms, can carry two tanks, The order repor-
ted was probably issued to prevent a possible confiscation of these
cars in western countries.

25X1| |Comment. This is probsbly a routine measure. However, thewme
loading facilities are of great importance for military loading ope-

rations at places were stationary loading rampe are not aveilsble.

J:I_G_o_nnnentu Tkis information confirms the locorotives of deacti-
25X vated locomotive columrs No 13 at Ducherow, No 3 at Ruednitz, No 6 at
25X1 Strasburg and No 12 at Rlumenhagen. | |
25X1 | °

Comment. According to the last reported atatus of 17 December
1952, frelght cars stock available in East Germany included:

25X1
Total park of rajlroud cars 116,454
Operationul railrcad cars 100,060
Non-operational railroad cars 16,396
including: damaged care 11,173
special purpose cars 4y308
25X1 ' reserve cars 915

25X1 | |The rerorted increase of railroad cars wus
due to the return of former German freight cars from the U.S.S.R.[___ |
25X1 | i

25X1| |Comment, These dats supplements previous information
25X1 | . The figures 60 in the car
25X 1 identification numbers indicates that 6-axle cars were concerned.
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